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Part Three
Satistical Data on the Meoseum
Chapter 1. The Meoseum as a class in Rural Society
Section 1. The size
of the Meoseum Group

It was not until 1933 that the statistics on the figure of Meoseum
were Published. Since 1932 not with standing -the undertaking of the
so-called project of promoting self cultivation, the nunber of Meoseum
continued increasing. It increased from 94,000 in 1933 to 117,000 in
1936. ‘

Since 1940 it has shown gradually the opposite tendency of decrease
in size owing to the Chinese-Japan War and the last world war, ho-
wever there has been little social improvement in the condition of
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the Meoseum.

Since the liberation of 1945 the increase by 270,000 which is equi-
volent to the number of Meoseum in the land reform period was ac-
companied by an increase of rural population in general.

The implementation of the agricultural land reform and the Koreen
hostilities had brought further increase in the number It rose higner
to 339,400 which deserves, however, some qualification because the
statistics calculated before the land-reform were officially issued.

Section 2. Years in General Employment of the Meoseum

The number of the Meoseum who have been cmployed less than
five years, that is, who secured employiment during the progress of
the Agricultural Land Reform and the Korean war, accounts for
59.272; of the total.

This is beiieved to reflect the remarkable increase of elder'y und
younger Labourer forced to complement the deficiency in suppiy of
young labour that has been channelsd to military purposes.

As for the Meoseum who has been emnloved more than five years,
this group numbers 5024 of the total.

This fact makes it clear that a Meoseum cculd not simply rise out
of the category of meoseum once within the group. The Meoseum
who has been employed more than 15 years ammounts to 35 in 522.

It proves that the system of the Meoseum is still of a semi-convent-
ional quality. The Meostem of the inherited the employment from
his father figures 198 in 522.
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While under the feudal system the personnel hierachy had been the
principal factor of enforcing him to inherit the servile servile condi-
tion, while nowaday the factor is simply the the land owner will not
pay enough for his employee to stand on his own feet even after
many years of long accumlation of savings.

Chapter 2. Employment Relationship of the Meoseum
Section 1. Employer’s own Farming Acrage

Out of the farmers who are employing the Meoseum, those with
less than I cheongbo of arzble land amounts to 6.9 those who posses
from I cheongbo of I and to less than I cheong 9 Banbo (I ckeonghbo
=2.45 acres), 40.524. The third group with more than I cheong 8

Banbo of arable Iand employs 1.5 Meoseum per house on the average.
(I eheongbo 10 Banbo)

The reason why the farmers with no more than I cheongbo of arable
land should emp!oy Meoseum is due to the comzulsory service relation-
ship in which the Meoseum are inevitably imvolved.

As the Meoseum who is employed at a small-scale farm has a moral
relation with the employer, the one employed at a larger scale farm
has a more impersonal and conventional reltion in-stead.

Section 2. The Working Hours and

Payment for the Meoseum

The working hours are subject to seasonal diiferences. In the busy
agricultural season the working hour extends to 17-18 hours a day as

a rule, and even when the season is over, the hours remain at 14-15
hours a day. The wages used to be paid in kind. The wage of the
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young Meoseum (Boss and middle class) has considerably increased
from that of several years ago. However, it does not mean a real
substantial increase of wage as the price of crops has eontinued fal-
ling in cmparison with the prices in the manufacturing and mining
industries. The wages of the agrarian labourer are unreasonably Low.

There are no fixed working hours. Farm Labour involves more hard
work under personally servile restricticns. The highest wage of the
best class Meoseum amounts to 15, 187 Hwan per month, is equivalent
only to half of the peak level, and short of the avergae wages of the

mining industry.
Section 3. The Complaint and its Courses

The Meoseum complains chiefly against bodily inconvenieces which
comes from the excessive spending of labour and bad food.

Chapter 3. The Viewpoint of the Neoseum as

Revealed in Interviews

Interviews with elderly Meosum made it known that the condition
of the Meoseum has improved in the respect of both wages and con-
ditions. Bui their unanimous opinion is that conditions of life and
labour still remain almost Intolerable.

The Meoseum of the younger class prefer military service. This
class seems to be more sensitive concerning service relation with the
employer than is the other class of elder Meoseum.

Conclusion

Self-consciousness of the Meoseum and the Direction of his life.
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Trouble in korea comes from both the development and under-de-
velopment of the capitalistic productive system.

The continuation of the under-developed productive system, accom-
panied by the want of modernization and anachronistic circums-
tances of society and policies, results in tensions and stress in korean
society.

We are striken not only by the thing alive, but also by the thing
of dead past; The dead imprisons the living.

It can not be allowed for the moral and conventional relation with
the employer, which belong to feudalism to created social problem.

With the 300, 000 Meoseum who share the same interests, there has
been no union or organization to promote and increase their benefits,
and no one has tried to establish such an organization. But the progress
of history will leave not only the class of the Meoseum behind. We
can find everywhere the growing of self-consciousness increasing in it
the possibility of modernization from all sides.

The improvement of productive relations, along with the current
ideas of the age, will further force the Meoseum on the path of self-
consciousness. In such a manner is the generative power of history

created aud developed-

~The end—
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