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& A=A bl epfsior sthe 2771 19673 =3]old AAE AVI=E F
Aol A AZ|= AT JAAR-R] T8l 5By HAAE AT E WA¢3L
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o W 7199 ARG FHkg B A T el ARA oA 27
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9] B HE 5o AYARE vl$ ATHL & vholl glth 19729 8€E A&
o B 3% we] o] 57|# o] A e AN ofshH, tlEAl9] A ool
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A7, 1973 2¢ 13%).
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197493 1.5% = Aasd. (a9 3)olA B3] 1970-74d 713t 5 GDP tiv] 7

syl ) |0 o] Wb} PHRE BTN AAd AL AARA B3I} 0

i
N
A

=

(O 3) ZekelEH|X|E/GDP HIE F01(1970-20204, THl: %)

9.0 - = 4,0
8.0 - - 0.9
ogHyE S8 - 08
s Y= AeEY (2000)
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LN A\ - 0.7
6.0 \
Hyolz2y =9 \\ X - 0.6
50 4 (1977) \
n
| - 0.5
40 -
- 0.4
all 03
20 1 A L iz
1.0 - - 01
0.0 ; S 0.0
OrNMTNONOANO T AMTUNONOAD " AMNTNONONIO - NMFTNONON O™ MTNO~NONO
[ bl el el ol el gl el el el ol R Rl R R e W e e R e e e e R =N = =R e Rl R N R et sl .ol ol sl ol el ol o
OO0 00000000000000000O00
FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF ANNNNANNNNANNANNN NN NN NN NN
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Development of Korea’s National Health Insurance
System: Political Economy and Macroeconomic

Considerations

Joon-Kyung Kim* - Jun II Kim™**

Abstract

Korea's national health insurance system (NHIS), which played a pivotal role
in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, has been considered as one of the
most efficient and affordable public health insurances in the world. This case
study is a historical account of political economy and macroeconomic
considerations involved in the development process of NHIS. Since first
instituted in 1977 for workers in large firms only, NHIS has expanded rapidly
and in several steps to cover the entire population by 1989 and achieve maximum
risk pooling and adequate social equity by 2000. Underlying such apparent
success were the government's commitment to fiscal prudence, balanced
considerations on affordability and social equity, adequate government control on
health cost, and political democratization.
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