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Historical Study on the Corporationsconceptior
of Ko(32) as a Korean Community
by Sham-Shu Kim

Summary

In Europe, there have been much controversies on the definition of Community
(Gemeinde); for example, G. H. Hillery in his “Definition of Community;
Areas of Agreement, In Rural Sociology xx, 1950 ,” said that there have not
less than 94 different types of definitions of the Community. So has it been
the case in Korea, too. There have been 17 different types of theories on K& as
a Korean community —this number can be subdevised into 25, and more thar 30
scholars, both Korean and Japanese, have engaged themselves in the study of
K6 for last half century.

In Korea, however, there have been no controversies among the scholars.
against each other, quite unlike to that in Europe, and the research study and

the conception study have always been separated. Both have failed to supplement

each other, which they should do for a satisfactory study of the subject.

In order to eliminate such defects in the study and to readjust the various theories
on the subject in proper order, a historical study of corporationsconception of K3
is indispensable.

According to what appears in the writings such as Lee-dynasty K& Code
(Original copy of K& Regulations of Lee-dynasty), during this dynasty K5 was-
most active in the history of Korea, Ko originally meant ‘Hoi’(€). The meanings
of the word ‘Hoi’were ‘Assembly’(=Moul=Maul.)and ‘Mokkoji’ (Mokkoji is ‘Rice-
Planting’, and implys ‘Cooperative Work’ in rice-field agriculture). However,
of these two meanings, ‘[oi’ as ‘Assembly’ bears direct resemblance to K& in
pronounciation. ‘Hoi” existed in the dynasties of Chin, Han, Sui and T’ang
of China as a recreational and friendship organization, and the influence of
this Chinese Hoi appears in the writings of Koryo and Lee dynasties. However,
the functions of Korean K& were not limited to the recreational and friendship
ones lilke the Chinese Hoi. ‘Hoi’ as one of the corporationsconceptions that the
Korean Ko has, did not originate in China. Tt dates back fur into the ancient
times of Korean society.

Besides, the word ‘Hoi Ch’ yu (#%8) which is widely spoken among the
people in manypresent day Korean rural communities, is a provincial accent of
the word ‘Hoi’. The word ‘Hoi Ch’ yu as spoken among the present day rural
communities, means ‘Maul’ or ‘Moru’ (the Japanese word ‘Mura’ originated from
this word ‘Moru’). All these words Maul, Moru, or Mura meaning village or
rural community.
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K6 was original name given to rural community. The name Ko remained
anchanged but the community the same name K6 denominated has been changed,
and accordingly the contents of K&’s conception have also experienced many
changes. K6 has meant Commercial guild, agricultural cooperative union,
village self-governing body, friendship and or religious society, and community
chest, ete.

It can be said K5 is typical Korean community peculiar for the study of the
comparative theory of community,
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