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INTRODUCTION

Korean agriculture has beaa managed mainly by the fumily unit
and class divisions have remainsd undaveloped. Surplus population
and smallscale agrioultural units have bezn by the products of the
evolution of Korean capitalism. A form of potential unemployment
of thn agricultural population, has appz2c-2d capitalism in Korea has
kept it's sacret of capital accumulation in appropriating from farm-
ers, but they have bezn hardly transformed from farmer into\wnge-
labourer, although they are fallen by appropriating. The degren
of industrial dovelopment defines the scale aud content of the
wage-working class. Korean capitalism, differeat from advanced
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countries such the United Kingdom, could not sufficiently absorb
the surplus agricultural manpower, be transferred to the industrial
sactor. Such a transformation is extremly difficult in spite of the
fact that their land and other means of production are lost.

Thus, a segment of the agricultural population remaining on the
land has bea2n forced as a result of semi-serfdom relation into be-
coming Meos:éum. This involves a pre-capitalistic employment rela-
tion, and therefore by implication a host of problems connected
with the process of and collapse of the feudal land owner system
and its personal dependent relations.

The study on the Meoscum must thus be approached from the
historiczh view point of the backwardness of Korean agricultural
cconomy and of the problems of population. Such a study must be
accompanied by a general theoretical analysis of agricultural econo-
my. The study jtself will be concerned with the following points;
first, the factors which make it impossible to secede from the feu-
dalistic situation; secondly, tendencies of peasants toward poverty
and finally, the problems of modernization in regards these situ-

ations.

It is our main purpose to review the problems of population,
relations of production, the historical and structural peculiarity of
Korean rural society through the historci al characteristcs and quan-
titative and c(ualitative changes of the Meoseum, - and, furthermore,
to deal with the substance of the socio-historical position of present
Korean agricultural society. Consequently we find in these studies
the problems of theory and .practice, e.g., abstracted theoritical
forms of the Meoseum on the onz hand its statistical and factual
character on the other side.
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Part One
Th» ILstorxcal Consideration on the Meoscum
Chapter 1
The Conception of the Meosoum

in the strict sense of the term, the Meoseum can be clearly dist-
inguished from the agricultural labourer. Agricultural labourer
means 2a ~wage-labourer who is employed under the conditions of ca-

pitalistic agricultural organization involving the techaiques and
methods of organization of a profit oriented management.

The conception of the ‘Meoseum, who is employod in Korean
agriculcural society can bs grasped through on understanding of the
historical particularity of Koréan agricultural economy.  The Meo-
saum is not ths relic of slavery as is asserted by “In Jeong Shik/
a:nd must be clearly distinguished from feudalistic tenants or half-
sorfs and th» wage earning daily worker as well as agricultural
wage laboursr. The Meoseum is engaged not oaly in farm work
but also in the employs:'s housa-hold matters, not only in the day-
time but also at night. Ie is usually included as a part of tho

employer’s housa-hold and lives together with the omployer's fa-
mily. Also, h2 is supplied clothes, food, wine, cigars otc., from
the employer.

In a word, the Meoseum is dasfined as a servant who is employ-
ed in the form of wage for a certain period (1011 months). The
relatious betwasa the Meoseum and the employer have not only an
aspect of civil law but also an aspect of personal .and moral relati-
ons of master and servant. This is the reason why the problems
of the Meoseum can hardly arise as a social matter.

The Ms=doseum can b3 classifiel as follows; (1) “Sang (Best
ciass) Madsaum who is g3i3rally well e<parieacad in farming prac-
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ticas trom 25—5 to 423 y2ars old, (2) “Juaz (Middle class)
Moaos2um” who is younge: and older than Sang (Best class) Mao-
:seum, (From about 25 to about 20 years old and IFrom 43 to 52—3
years old) and (3) “Kkoldamsari” (low class of Meodseum) age is
20—17—8 years old and 52:3-55:6 years old. Of course the
above mentioned classification is not exact. The groups are gene
rally divided by their capacity for the labour.

Chapter 2
Social Origin and Changing Pattern of the Meoseum
Section 1. Origin ot tho Mososeum

In accordance with the changing social economy, the Meoséum,
the rural employes, on the farm has changed in his qualitative and
quantitative relationships. The historical background of earlier
stage whan the Maosaum was originated, is much different.

By etymological study of the word,;“Medseum,” we can ascertain
that it was derived from a word that ment “man” in the time of
the Silla Dynasty and that then there were no Meoseum as rural

worker because of the dominance of the slave system.

Thus we can supposs that the Meoseum was originated in the
time of early feudal society or late Silla (about the tenth century),
This opinion requires oneé assumption that the Moeoseum was origin-
ated from the existencs of the middle class of farmers, who were
indepandent of slave labour. According to the literature, it sesms
that ths Meoseum was already existing oven in the begining of the
Le3-Dynasty (é.bout five caaturies ago). Though it was originated
owing to economic difficulties, it might bs said that it's character-
istics were dstarmined by the personél ranking system which was
0a2 of tha major characteristics of feudal society. |

In taudal society, tha numba:s of Mae23aum, who were croated
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from the poverty of the oppressod class which belonged to “Sang-
min” or the humble, was dependent upon that ot the nwnber of in-
dependent farmers who could demand then.. Absolute and relative
increase in agricultural population created difficulties for the small-
or agricultural farmers which resulted in the declino of  the middle
class of tarmers. Owing to this reason, the demand for the Meo-
seum gradually declined. On the other hand, it may be said that
the aggravated poverty of farmers owing to intensified exploitation,
increased the number of people falling into the Meoseum class.

Section 2. The Meoseum and the Emauncipation of Slaves

In 1894, the so-called Kabo Reform supported by “Kaewha-Dang”
(Pro-Japanese group), intended to abolish feudal subordinate relati-
ons of Korean society and to modernize the social order.

" In spite of these efforts, such a movement lacking a modernized
economic backgrond consequently failed to yield any substaintial
social change towards modarn society. Thus, the emancipation of
slaves had little cffect on the status of the meoseun.

Section 3. The Invading Japanese capitalism and
the Meoseum

The modern private land owning system, which was established
through the introduction of Japanese capitalism in Korea opened a
broad cannel for class division of agricultural society. Peasants
who had been separated from private land ownership, couldn’t be
converted into urban labourer, or agricultural wage labourer, Dbe-
cause exploitation by the Japaneso imperialists and the high rate of
feudal rent, worked to retard normal dovelopment of the capitali-
stic mode of production in tho agricultural field, while Korea's own
industrial development had been checked by monopolistic Japanese
industries. These factors forcad ths Korean farmer to become
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small-scale farmers, tenantfarmeors and Moosoum, and tlmreby
reproducing the feudal semi-serfdom relationship in changed forms.

Section 4. liberation from Japanese imperialism
and the Meoscum

Agricultural population has greatly increased since Liberation
from Japanese imperialism in 1945. Growth of Agricultural popul-
ation would be explained partly by the discontinuation of many fac-
tories owing to Japanesc evacuation, and partly by the repatriatees
from overseas. In addition to this, intensified poverty of farmers,
e. g. intensified small scale farming resulted in an increased num-
ber of Meoseum, showing no betterment in the hither to personal
and conventional relations which dominated in feudal society.

Part Two
The Meoseum and the Agricultural Land Reform
Chapter 1
The Social and Economic Significance of the Agricultural Land
Reform

The peasant movement which evolved after the world war IL
appeared as on anti-land lord movement. Therefore this move-
ment was principally limited to the group of tenants who had
relations with land owners, but excluded landed farmers and the
Meoseum. As long as the peasant movement is limited _within the
context of anti-land-ownership, it is not necessarily regarded as a-
dangerous thing for the development of capitalism. But when the .
land-ownership is taken to niean property ownership in the sense
that capital ownership is, an attack against land ownership also
means an attack against capitaliem itself. If this is true, anti-land-
owngership can not be neglected from the view point of the safety
end development of capitaliem, especially when the sotialist move-
ment mencces the capitalistic society. These facts indicate the
importance of economic and political solutions for ¢ gricultural
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problems, mainly the farm land problems. To meet these prob-
lems agricultural land reform was nccessary, the important signifi-
cance of which was that the mcde of capitalist’c production did not
require the participation of the land owney in the sccial production
organization. Capitalism dissolves the relics of precapitalistic so-
ciety and creates new relationships in land ownership in the agri-
cultural field

Chapter 2. The Progress and Contents of
the Agricultural Land Reform

Since the beginning of 1947, the argument for an agricultural
land reform had been brovght forward by the United States Mili-
tary Government in Korea, the Government of Korea, the National
Assembly and the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry. The Act
of Agricultural *Land Reform consists of 6 Chapters including 29
articles which was published on June 21, 1949 as public l.aw 3L It
was later amonded by increasing the roimbursment amouat (Price
of divided), and published as public law 108.

After this the implementation order for the Law was issued on
March 25th 1950 and the implementation regulation for that on April
28th 1950, Both were published, thus the preparation by Law for
agricultural Land Reform was finished, and it was ready to be put
into realization.  But it's realization was hindered for a timo dur-
ing the Korcan war, with the exception of Kyecnsang Nam-Boock
Do. After the Autumn harvest of the same year (1950) it was put
into effect Throughout Korea. '

The contents of the Agricultural Land Reform held that the vested
Jand (owned by Japanese before the Liberation) and the land above 3
Jeong-bo owned by the land owners, was to ho bought by tho
govenrnment, and redistributed to the small-scale farmers under the
condition that the land price would be payed which amounted to
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15024 of an average year's crop (1937—1938) the land price was to
bs paid over a five year pariod

Chapter 3 The Agricultural Land -Reform and
the Changing Pattern of Rural Society

As long as the purpose of the Agricultural Land Reform exists in
thz fundamental theorem that the demand of the p2asant move-
ment must b2 directed towards the development of national capita-
lism against feudal bondage, the original aims of the Agricultural

Land Reform have not be2n completely achieved and have been
distorted somewhat.

That is to suy agricultural Land Reform in Korea has resoltad in a
compromised from allowing for less sacrifics of the interests of
land owners who are allign2d with national capital. Monopolistic
national capital has bean re-organizing the structure of th2 agricult-
ural economy by using th2 relics of the feudal system which are
favourable factors for thz land owners. Ungler such an agricult-
ural land reform, agricultural development can not be expacted.
In some cases such a distorted reform is not only preventing the
development of agricultural economy but also leading farmers into
poverty. These are the facts of the pr(:sent agricultural economic
situati_on.'! These facts can be shown in cartain figures; the Gover-
n;ment: bought only 5527 of the land it plannzd to buy, and redist-
ributed only 692, of land that it did purchass. Rédemption for the
land redistribution had resulted in only 739, of the expscted am-
ount by May 31. 1955, and the comps2nsation for the land owners
remained at only 2827 of the required- amount in monetary terms.
Thus, Land owner have bezn sacrificed for the formation of nati-
onal capital. |
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Chaptir 4 The Life of tho Meosaum

Th2 Agricultural Land Reform of 1949 which made obligatory the
redistribution of all land ownod by absontoe landlords and arable
holdings in oxcoss of tlweo Choongho to the farmer who was land-
lozs or owned, if at all, small sections of land, did not include the
Meoseum in it's provisions.

The poverty of rural society after the Agricultural Land Reform,
along with the daterioration of industrial equipments due to Korean
hostilitios, waz accompanied by rapsd increase of relalive surplus
population. This occurred despite of the fact that almost all of the
young gensration were drafted for compulsory army services.

The Meoscum was the first among the villagers to be enlisted.
Tho olderly and younger Mooseum has beon substituted in the placo
of the young group who entored military services.

The deficit in the supply of labour power has brought about a
rapid increase of the Meosecum's wage. However, this is not true
of the wages of elderly and younger labourers.

The poverty of rural society, accompanied by the accumulation
of relative surplus population has made it impossible for the agri-
cultural labourer to be modernized. Moral and personal relations
with their cmployor are still prevailing as they have been in the
past. (continned)



