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1953 i 600, 017 559,032} 146.5} 265,624} 87.0 0.48
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A 8 | \’*“E%ﬁﬁ | s68 119,4623 122, 16,825 14,603,822,  41.4
% 9 A Bl 245‘ 24,778 1, 126‘ 113,857, 27,894,918  79.1
10 | 9 512 24,827 206 9,448 5,121,060 14.5
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23 | Wil 125 11,987 150, 14,299 1787407 5.1

24 0 AR | 155 2,267 72 1050 16275 0.5
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9% dupEAkei L 18,942 AR A 17% 7% 2ol fli L - SRES %;E’J el sl
A ol AGA L 82% kel b 90,9099 Ak H vk, ol & ghE4mAbal o] KRk Jé”r%*;;
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1953 600, 017 160 26.1; 297, 49.6 143 23.8
1954 | 666, 595 198, 28.5 296 42.5 202 29.0
1955 ' 678, 779 184[ 27.2 343 50.5 151 22.3
1956 | 728, 155 18]  24.9, 381 52.8 166]  22.8
1957 779, 630 173 22.2 377 48 3‘ 2300  29.5
1958 806, 938 184‘ 22.8 382 47 3 241 29.9
1959 ! 789,342 228, 137{4 28.9 361, 2514 45.8'  199,9544  25.3
1960 848, 275§ 178, 054 | 20.9: 401,359 47. 41 168, 862 31.7
1961 859,025 238,829 |  27.8 436,091 | 50.8 184,105 21.4
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1963 1,264,150 290,153 ©  22.9 710,073 56.2 263,924 20.9
1964 1,245,061 287,032 = 22. 9f 703, 117 56.6 254,912 20.5
1965 1,314,430 292,627 \ 22.3 722,796 55.00 299,007 22,7
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S " 3,779 10,543 6,283 2,502 23,107
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An Analysis of the Structure of Fishery in Korea

1946—1965
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1. Fishery is one of the important industries in Korea. It earns a lot of
valuable foreign money every year. The annual exports of fishery reach 20
percent of total amount of Korean exports. However, it is said that the
characteristics of fishery in Korea are its low productivity and low income. These
characteristics are not because of the unsuitableness of physical environment
concerning fishery in Korea, but because of the insufficiency of man’s effort to
develop it. This means the structual deficiency of Korean fishery. This study is
purposed to analyse the structure of Korean fishery with emphasis on its
transition from 1946 to 1965.

It is a well-kown fact that the physical environment for fishery in Korea is
very suitable for it. Our country is a peninsula surrounded by seas on three sides,
having a long coast line reaching 26, 000 kilometers and a very wide continental
shelf amounting to about 500, 000 square-kilometers. The neighbouring waters of
Korea have also fitting temperature, and the tides are interchanged properly on
the seas. At the same time, they contain abundant marine resources, such as
fishes of about 854 species, shell fish and other mollusc fishes of about 1, 000
species, and seaweeds of about 400 species. Judging from these points, we may
say that the physical environment for fishery in Korea is a gift of nature.

On the contrary, man’s effort to develop those resources had been very
lukewarm and stagnant till the opening of the port at the end of the 19th
century. With the opening of the port Japanese fishermen advanced to the
Korean seas, and they contributed somewhat to the development of fishery in
Korea at the technical side. Occupying the leadership of fishing in the neighbour-
ing waters of Korea, they made Korean fishermen fall into the external
stagnation of minor scale household management. This is one of the important
reasons why Korean fishery has not developed continuously, and also the reason
why Korean fishery has not escaped from the stagnant situation of low produc-

tivity and law income. These characteristics are due to the structural defects of
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fishery mentioned as below. Here are the significance and necessity of analysis
to the structure of fishery in Korea.

2. At the first, we are going to analyze the production structure of fishery,
secondly, the management structure of fishery, and lastly its circulation structure.

The important characteristics of the production structure of Korea fishery are
as follows; First the fishing boats which are the most important means of pro-
duction of the fishery are very little quantitively. As may we see at the following
Table 1, the numbers of the fishing boats including fish-carrier amounts to
51,052 vessels at the end of 1965. It does show that the percapita fishing

boatsare only 0.04 vessels.

Table 1. Transition of Fishing Boats, 1946-65

Yeur | gmbers of |75t ™™ on per Boae| Nombers | Ton ber

-7 777" Fishing Boats, |77 M TR

Vessel! T ) Vessel )

1944 48,517 ;

1946 48,837 167, 105i 3. 42 0.13 0.44
1947 48, 177 169, 871 3. 53’ — —
1948 46,774 162, 168 3.48) 0.10 0.35
1949 46, 230 154, 616| 3. 35 0.08 0.27
1950 42,107 — — 0.08 —
1951 43,203 —‘ — 0.08 —
1952 A1, 244 110, 138 2.67 0.08 0. 20
1953 40, 528 101, 220‘ 2. 50 0.07 0.18
1954 42,728 117, 262 2.74 0.07| 0.17
1955 39, 520 125, 581 3.16 0. 06 0.16
1956 39, 634 117,093 2,87 0.06 0.17
1957 37,752 105, 346 2.79 0. 05 0.14
1958 | 38,132 110, 405/ 2.89 0.05 0. 14
1959 28, 895/ 100, 581 3.50 0. 04 0.13
1960 34,438 107,017 3.18 0. 04 0.13
1961 42, 300 144, 869 3. 34 0. 05 0.18
1962 44,708, 148, 546 3. 32 0. 05 0.14
1963 47,217 160, 042 3. 38 0.04 0.13
1964 48,716 167, 423| 3.43 0. 04 0.14
1965 51, 052 203, 164 3.98 0.04 0.16

1

Source: The Bank of Korea. Bureau of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
The number of fishing boats has been increased from 48,837 vessels in 1946
to 51,052 vessels in 1965. The speed and rate of growth of fishing boat is
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lagging far behind the growth of fisheries population. The rate of growth of
fishing boat is estimated to reach only to 4.5 percent during twenty years. On
the other hand the fishery population has increased by 234. 5 percent since 1946.

It means that Korean fishery has been sinking year by year.

Table 2. Composition of Fishing Boats by Type
Typel 961 | 1965
| n- |
. Powered‘ * Ratio Powered ‘ Rat1o
Classi- powered\ Total ‘ powered Total\
fication . Boat | Boat (%) Boat Boat (7 )
] ) \
0.1~ 1, 9} 523 31,424 31, 660 74.8 380‘ 33, 22833, 608 65. 8
2.0~ 4, 94‘ ‘ ‘ 2, 488 7,61710, 105 19.8
5.0~ 9, 9‘ 2,824, 4, 8231 7,647 18.1 1, 740} 1,433 3,173 6.2
10.0~19.9 1,197 956{ 2, 1531 5.1 1, 839 1,178 3, Ol?i 5.9
20, 0~29, 9; 259 82 341 322 24 3460 0.7
30. 0~49. 9 132 — 132 2.0 229 — 229 0.5
50. 0~99. 9‘} s67 — s 477 — 477 0.9
100.0~ | ! i i ‘ 97! 97 0.2
! ! I ' !
Total 5,105 37, 285‘ 42, 300 100. 0 7,572 43,48051, 052‘ 100. 0

Source: Bureau of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Second the most of fishing boats are also small in scale and non-powered
wooden boats. As we see at the Table 1, the average tonnge of Korean fishing
boats in 1965 is only 3.98 tons. Although powered boats form 14.8 percent of
all the fishing ships, most of them are made of wood. As we may see at the
Table 2, the ships less than 5 tons form 85.6 percent of all the fishing boats.
On the contrary, the ships more than 50 tons form only 1.1 percent of them.
These prove the fact that the productive power of Korean fishery remains in
low level

In 1964, the catches by the coastal fishery forms 50 percent of all the annual
catches in Korea, and that of the inshore fishery forms 40 percent, and lastly
that of the deep-sea fishery forms only 10 percent of them. Comparing the
catches by species, we can easily see that Korean fishery is mainly carrying on
around the neighbouring waters of our country, and as the result, Korean
fishing grounds and marine resources have been devasting gradually by this
reckless fishing. This is also one of the main causes that the productivity of
Korean fishery is decreasing year by year.

3. Now, let us summarize the characteristics of the management structure of
Korean fishery. First we must point out that Korean fishery is managed by two

classes which are entirely different in management form. One is the large scale
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capitalistic fishing enterprise, another is the minor scale fishing for household
management that is carried on by the hand of family for their domestic
sufficiency. In such way Korean fishery forms the dual structures of management.
It is very serious problem that the specific gravity of the fishing household-
management is predominant. Here we can see the stagnation on the process of
formation of capitalistic fishery in Korea.

4. Tt is observed that on one hand, we have been somewhat trying how to
catch much fish or marine resources, on the other hand, we have paid Jess
attention how to circulate them economically. In other words, we have not done
any endeavour to rationalze the maketing organization and the circulation process
of marine products.

There are two main circulation organizations of marine products. One is the
brokerage system which offers accomodations for the fishermen and collects their
products, another is the joint consignment system which is managed by fishery
cooperative. As we may see at the Table 3, however, the amounts of marine
products dealing by the brokerage form 45 or 46 percent of all its circulation
amounts in 1964 and 1965. The circulation structure of marine products is very
complex and plural, and its process of marketing is also very round about way.

Comparative Table Fish Catches with Its

i

Table 3. Consignment Sale, 1964 and 1965

Year ( Fish Catches (4) | Consignment Sales (B) ‘l Proportion B/A
1964 | 524,206 283, 648% | 54. 1%
1965 | 561, 4T% | 308,510 | 56.1%

Source: Bureau of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

As the result, the intermediary coat of marine productsbecomes larger than
the cost of production. Owing to these facts, though the fishermen sell. their
products cheaply, we consumers have to buy them at a very high price.

Our conculsion is as follows; Fishery is one of the important industry in
Korea. The population of 4.5 percent of whole nations is engaged in fishery.
But the means of production of fishery is very small and little, at the same time,
they are also fragile and primitive. And fishery is mainly managed by the self-use
fishing household which is carried on by the labour of family for the domestic
sufficiency. This means Korean fishery is stagnant in the pre-capitalistic stages.

Onthe other hand the circulation organization of marine products is complex
and plural, and its process of distribution is very round about way. This makes
the price of marine products to be expensive. All these defects of the structure
of Korean fishery is the reason why the productivity of fishery and fisherman’s
income must remain in low level.



