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<Sammary >
Trade in South Asian Products between Korea

and Japan during The Early Yi Dynasty

by

Byung-Ha Kim

Asst - Prof. Dr.>
Kyung-Hi  Univ.

The present papaer is a study of the imortation from Japan to Korea of
sapanwood, pepper, and other spices and medicines during the 15th and 16th
centuries. During this period, the official trade between Korea and Japan consisted
of the Japanese exchanging the special products of South Asia with the Korean
government for cloth, cotton goods, rice, beans, and other essential goods. Japan
at this time, with the exception of 2 or 3 mineral products, had little to offer in
the form of special products which were acceptable to the Korean nobility. Con-
sequently, the Japanese bought sapanwood, pepper, aloes wood, sandalwood, clove,
camphor, tin, water buffalo horn, and other goods from the Ryukyu Islands and
exported them to Korea. The Ryukyu Islanders purchased the above goods on
the Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and nearby areas and relayed them to the
Japanese. When studying the trade between Korea and Japan during this period,
it is necessary to investigate the goods exported. In this paper I attempted a
quantitative analysis, focussing on the change in the demand for some of the
above goods in Korea and the change in the supply of these goods from Japan.
In particular, large quantities of sapanwood were traded during the 15th century,
but this trade was interrupted for about 5 years during the 16th century. I have
searched for a decline in the trading power of the Ryukyu Islands as the cause
of this interruption. As the number of vessels dispatched from the Ryukyus to
the Sumatra area decreased, it resulted in an increase in the volume of pepper
and other spices which were even more expensive than sapanwood. Not only did
trade increase more in the second half of the 16th century than in the first, but
the price rises vigourously demanded by the Japanese were also probably for this
reason. In addition, I have included my theories on the trade route between the

Ryukyus and Korea.



